
For 51 days, a story of one to three-minute
duration every day brought out the world of
prisons and their contribution during
COVID-19. This made Tinka Tinka Jail News
the first  YouTube News Channel of its kind
that dedicated itself to deliver news from
prisons across India.
The channel focuses on the contribution of
inmates and jail staff to help the outside
world through stories.
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51
About Tinka Tinka Jail News

stories in 51 days
bring out a new
face of prisons

Contribution made by inmates to the
society and present a facet of
prisons that goes unnoticed

Aims to direct the efforts of Tinka Tinka
in bridging the gap between prisons and
society at this time of lockdown
imposed as a result of COVID-19 when
the common man can relate to the life of
an inmate. It also reveals historical
significance of a particular prison &
contributions of inmates.

Objectives

51Days of Jail News
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C r e a t i n g  R a i n b o w s  i n  P r i s o n s



SPECIAL MENTION
Special Mention
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The channel was able to weave the stories
of inmates engaged in small efforts for
manufacturing masks, sanitizers, PPE kits
and other items.

                             masks were been made

by inmates of  District Jail, Agra, Uttar

Pradesh.

80,000

1,500                       masks every day are made by

40 men and 13 women inmates in Central

Prison, Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh.

Donation
Inmates of Model Jail, Chandigarh
donated Rs. 1,11,000/- to the PM
Relief  Fund.
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Telephones are now the only window of communication for
inmates lodged in the jails of Uttar Pradesh.  Due to the
existing Covid-19 threat resulting in lockdown, visitations
have been stopped. The only way of communicating and
connecting with the outside world available to inmates is
through telephones and they are finding solace through this
technology.

Telephones in UP Jails

          jails of Uttar Pradesh introduced the phone call facility
for inmates,  free of cost. The survey selected 5 jails of Uttar
Pradesh, namely Central Jail, Naini  (Central Jail), 
 Lucknow (District Jail, Agra (District Jail), Ghaziabad (District
Jail) and Gautam Budhha Nagar (District Jail). These 5 jails are
representative jails of Uttar Pradesh, the most populous state
of India.

69

These jails are among the largest jails of Uttar Pradesh,
have women inmates and are overcrowded too. Survey
included the entire prison population of these jails,  a
sum total of nearly  15, 790 inmates , including males
and females.

Telephones in Jail
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     jails of Madhya Pradesh were selected for this survey. These
were namely Jabalpur  (Central Jail),  Indore  (Central Jail),
Sagar  (Central Jail),  Ujjain  (Central Jail), Bhopal  (Central Jail),
Gwalior  (Central Jail), Hoshangabad  (Central Jail)  and
Indore (District Jail).

Telephones in MP Jails

This  analysis was conducted by  Vartika Nanda,  the
founder of  Tinka Tinka Foundation  in collaboration
with Madhya Pradesh Prison Department. Tinka Tinka
Foundation is working towards prison reforms in India.
A unique coffee table book on prisons,  Tinka Tinka
Madhya Pradesh, had made news in 2018.

May-August 2020 Vol 1 Issue 2

8

These  8 jails are representative jails of Madhya
Pradesh, the second largest state in India in area and
fifth largest in terms of population.These are among
the largest jails of MP, include women inmates and are
over-crowded too. Analysis included the entire prison
population of these jails, a sum total of nearly 15,698
inmates, including 14,955 male and 743 female
inmates.

Tinka Tinka Jail News 
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Creativity in Jails
during COVID-19

Creativity in Jails
during COVID-19

Anupam Trivedi
District Jail,
Pilibhit,
Uttar Pradesh
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WHO IS DR.VARTIKA NANDA

President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee,
conferred Stree Shakti Puraskar on her in 2014.  
Her name has also been included in Limca Book
of Records twice for her unique work on prison
reforms.

She is head of the Department of
Journalism, Lady Shri Ram College,
Delhi University, India.

 Contact:  t inkatinkaorg@gmail .com / 9811201839 
Youtube @Tinka Tinka Prison Reforms

   ~TINKA TINKA FOUNDATION

Dr. Vartika Nanda is a prison reformer
and founder of Tinka Tinka. 

Tinka Tinka Jail News is the house magazine of Tinka Tinka Foundation- a Public Charitable
Trust working towards reformation of inmates and bringing positive change in the prison
environment.
Opinions expressed in signed articles do not necessarily reflect the views of the Trust.
E-mail: tinkatinkaorg@gmail.com       Website: www.tinkatinka.org 
Readers are requested to write at the above address to express their thoughts about the
newsletter.

Video Editor: Riya Verma
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Montage Creator: Nitin Chowdhary


