
   uilding of this jail is among the oldest in India,
which was built during the reign of 12th Mughal
Emperor Mohammed Shah Gazi in the year 1741
A.D. (Hijri 1154). It was constructed by Mir Wazir-
ud-din Khan Mukhtab and Mir Jalal-Ud-Din
initially for the rest and recuperation of pilgrims
going for Haj. Over the course of time, this
building  begun to be used as a jail.
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C r e a t i n g  R a i n b o w s  i n  P r i s o n s

Agra Jail Radio

History of the Jail:

The Story of Jail Radio: District Jail, Agra,
2019 till now

Launched by Babloo Kumar (IPS),
Senior Superintendent of Police,
Shashi Kant Mishra, Jail Superintendent, 
District Jail, Agra 2019 and
Vartika Nanda, Prison Reformer
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SPECIAL MENTION

50 inmates were selected for initial conversation to
understand the need for radio in jail.
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The Beginning:

A blueprint was drafted in the month of May, 2019. 

It was observed that though there was availability of
television in barracks and inmates also got to read
some newspapers, yet they felt the need for their
own radio station.

   day Sarup, an under trial inmate, was the main
participant among male inmates. Uday has done B.Sc.
(Hons) in Zoology from Dayalbagh Educational Institute,
Agra.

   uhina Saxena, an under trial, represented the women
barracks. She has done MBA from IIM, Bangalore. She
was the only female Radio Jockey (RJ) among all the
prisons of the state. Later, another under trial inmate,
Rajat, also became an active member.

Infrastructure:
This radio proved that bigger things can be done with a very limited budget.

Content:
Inmates are both producers and consumers of
this jail radio. A new form of journalism has
taken birth without even journalists realizing
it.
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Out of more than 100 women inmates, only 2 women
volunteered to be a part of this radio.
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The Radio Room: 
    room of 5.5ft x5.5ft, which once used to be the
office of the Chief Head Warder, was chosen,
fitted and designed to become the radio room of
the jail. It was decided to get a dark red sun
painted on the main wall, as had been done in
some other prisons by Tinka Tinka Foundation.

   ail artists Arbaz (under trial) and Satish (convict) painted the prison radio wall. The
wall had an image of the radiating sun, with sunshine filling the room all over. This is an
iconic image painted in some other prisons, as a part of uniform approach adopted by
Tinka Tinka Foundation.

Both Satish and Arbaz painted the
main wall of women’s ward too. This
brought happiness in the women’s
barrack.

A
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     ajat was the most silent one. He never came forward, neither did he
show any interest to be the RJ at the initial stage but he was
enthusiastic otherwise. This young boy was ever smiling and one day it
was learnt that he was already collecting songs on a pen drive. Since
prisons do not permit inmates to use the internet, it was difficult. Rajat
got this done through the warder and the lambardar (long-term
convicted inmates who are entrusted with the job to supervise the
daily affairs of jail). 

    wo hours were devoted daily for writing
script and practicing the show. Both Uday and
Tuhina were not trained RJs. They were going
to perform this task for the first time. Practice
sessions took place either in the Jailor’s office
or near the inside gate.
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The Training:

Series of happy moments and exchanges brought an
excitement in their lives. This is the room where the
team sat for hours together and dedicated it to the
work at hand.

T
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Long years ago, while Tinka TInka Foundation decided to be
the bridge between the prisons and society, a clear strategy
was worked out. Tinka will speak less, tell less and show
less. Our work would come in the public domain only when
required. 

Radio and COVID-19
During the COVID-19 pandemic, prison radio
played an even more significant role. Prison
Radio became a major source of in-house
information, entertainment and stress-relief.
In March 2020, Vartika Nanda visited District
Jail, Agra and did a special broadcast on
raising awareness among inmates.

The Media Strategy:
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     one of the inmates who were chosen and
who ran the show, had ever visited a radio
station before. For them, this was a new
experience which brought freshness to their
monotonous lives. Their parents felt proud of
these RJs after seeing their photographs in
newspapers. Last time when the news of
their children came in the newspapers, it was
linked to the coverage of their crime.

The Recognition:

Radio in District Jail, Agra was an
outcome of sustained engagement and
prolonged interaction with inmates.

N
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  he jail RJs gave regular corona updates
and guidelines to help fight the spread of
misinformation. Rajat started a new
programme titled, “Mere Wala Hit”. 

Jail Radio became an experienced
counsellor.

T

It has demonstrated its flexibility to adapt by modifying
genre of topics according to the needs and desires of
inmates. Inmates started communicating with each other
more frequently. The quality of discussions in the jail took a
new turn.

Experiences and the Impact of the Agra Jail RadioExperiences and the Impact of the Agra Jail Radio

Bringing cheer in the barracks:

Complaints were raised at times concerning sound quality, like inaudible sound
tracks. The precincts of the administrative office witnessed this kind of creative
activity by inmates for the first time.

A sense of participation:
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THE PRESS

“People from cells where the speakers are not working have
been complaining to the prison officials to fix them soon so
that they can hear the radio. For most, it is the only thing to
look forward to in the day. Now the frequency of brawls
between inmates has reduced. There is a substantial
improvement in their mental state.”

Shashi Kant Mishra, Superintendent, District Jail, Agra
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   oth Uday and Tuhina were chosen
for Tinka Tinka India Award in 2019
for their contribution to jail radio.
They were invited specially to
District Jail, Lucknow to receive the
award from Anand Kumar, IPS, DG
Police cum IG Prisons, UP and 
Sulkhan Singh, former DGP, UP.

B



THE HEROES

Superintendent of District Jail, Agra  
Jailor                                                        
Jailor 
Deputy Jailor 
Deputy Jailor 
Deputy Jailor 
Deputy Jailor 
Jail Warder 
Jail Warder 
Jail Warder 
Chief Head Warder 

Name Age

Uday Sarup 24
Rajat Sanjay

32

Satish Petnar
Arbaz

Varun Kumar

27

Prabal Prataap

35
21

Vinod Kumar 33
30

Vipul Kumar 29
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Shashi Kant Mishra   
Sanjeev Kumar Singh                                                       
Rajesh Kumar Singh
K.P. Singh                      
Jeevan Singh                 
Harvansh Pandey        
Kripal Singh Ahirwar   
Manoj Kumar Sharma 
Neeraj Trivedi               
Vijay Kumar Yadav      
Munna Lal Suman       

The Team

Tuhina Saxena 28



Tinka Tinka Jail News is the house magazine of Tinka Tinka Foundation- a Public Charitable
Trust working towards reformation of inmates and bringing positive change in the prison
environment.
Opinions expressed in signed articles do not necessarily reflect the views of the Trust.
E-mail: tinkatinkaorg@gmail.com       Website: www.tinkatinka.org 
Readers are requested to write at the above address to express their thoughts about the
newsletter.
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WHO IS DR.VARTIKA NANDA

President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee,
conferred Stree Shakti Puraskar on her in 2014.  
Her name has also been included in Limca Book
of Records twice for her unique work on prison
reforms.

She is head of the Department of
Journalism, Lady Shri Ram College,
Delhi University, India.

 Contact:  t inkatinkaorg@gmail .com / 9811201839 
Youtube @Tinka Tinka Prison Reforms

   ~TINKA TINKA FOUNDATION

Dr. Vartika Nanda is a prison reformer
and founder of Tinka Tinka. 
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